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BEAVERBROOK ART GALLERY BILLS NEW SPACE AS
“COMMUNITY'S LIVING ROOM”

Vanessa Blanch
Septeml)er 10, 2022

All visitors will enter the new|y renovated Beaverbrook Art Ga"ery through the Harrison McCain Pavilion. The space is free and open to the pub|ic4 (Jon
Co"icott/c BC)

After three years of construction, the Beaverbrook Art Ga"ery unveils the brand-new Harrison McCain Pavilion on

Saturc]ay.

Tom Smart, director and CEQO of the ga"ery in Fredericton, says with seven-metre-high cei|ings and walls of winc]ows,
the new space has transFormecI the l)ui|c]ing anc] Queen Street.

"The space itself is like a little oasis. Out of the hubbub and hur|y-bur|y of the city so when you step in, | rea”y feel like I'm

in another world and it's quite a nice world, a contemp|ative world.”
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The new space is being billed as Fredericton's |iving room and is a space where peop|e can go and be surrounded by art. (Jon Co”icott/CBC)

All visitors will enter through the pavi|ion, which is part of the new, fu”y accessible entrance to the Beaverbrook Art

Ga”ery.

Smart hopes the theme of accessibihty runs through all of the renovations that have been comp|eted. He said that was

the chief goa| in designing the new space, named for the late Florenceville-Bristol businessman and co-founder of

McCain Foods, Harrison McCain.

"|t's meant to be a community space," he said. "Mr. McCain wanted peop|e to come into an art ga”ery and fee|

comfortab|e, so that's the vibe that we wanted to create."
The pavi|ion will be free and open to the pub|ic. Smart said the idea is that peop|e can come in and "just relax.”

"There's a lot of art that we've installed in the space. There's a café, there's the firep|ace . it's rea”y what we're ca”ing the

community's |iving room."
Choosing the art that will greet visitors has been the job of John Leroux, manager of collections and exhibitions.

"You're going to have things like old dark meta|, colourful ceramics, painted wood, a whole bunch of different mediums,"

Leroux said earlier in the week as crews worked around him, painting and unpacl(ing. "It's going to be great."
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John Leroux, manager of collections and exhibitions at the Beaverbrook Art Ga”ery, has chosen this piece by Mearitime artist Cal Lane for the new Harrison

McCain Pavilion. (Jeanne Armstrong/CBC)

Ho|ding a |arge piece of metal scu|pture, Leroux said three works l)y Maritime artist Cal Lane will hang high upin the

Space.

"lt's the hood of an old car, he said. "She takes a we|ding torch and then cuts things like oil drums, huge pieces of sheet

stee| and meta|, and in this case, sa|vaged car hoods, and then mal(es these l)eautiFuL rea”y Fine |acy patterns."
Leroux is |oo|<ing forward to the "gorgeous shadow patterns" the scu|ptures will castin the space.

The space has too much |ight to allow the exhibition of photographs or works on paper, but Leroux said there will be

several scu|ptures, inc|uding two stone works l)y Acadian artist Marie Hélene A”ain, and a black limestone piece called

The Chanter l)y |ndigenous artist Ned Bear.

"Heavy as hell,” Leroux said, |aughing, as he described the piece l)y Bear, who was a friend.
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"lt's of this face...this old figure with the wrinkles of time. But Ned actua”y said at one time that was the favourite thing he

ever made. So it's one of Ned's favourite scu|ptures."

Leroux has also chosen two life-size scu|ptures of a man and a woman |eaning in toward each other, by British artist Lynn

Chadwicl(. He says they're perfect for the space because they fee| "p|ayfu| and we|coming."

"What's great about them is peop|e can actua”y sit on them," Leroux said. "Kids oftentimes will sit on them and get their

pictures taken."

Like Smart, he hopes the new space, which also includes upho|stered furniture, will be somewhere for peop|e to be

comfortaHe.

"So you want a p|ace where peop|e can just Be. And be surrounded by art. And you l(ind of create it as Fredericton's

.. n
great ||V|ng room.

https://www.cl)c.ca/news/canacla/new—l)runswic|(/l)eaverl)roo|(—art—ga||ery—harrison—mccain—pavi|ion—].6575698
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