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BRENDAN TANG MELDS SCI-FI AND CERAMICS IN
CYBERNETIC SCULPTURE

Craig Couden
May 12, 2016

Manga Ormolu Ver. 4.0-w, 2016, 35.5cm

In the neariy 80 pieces of Brendan Tang's scuipture series Manga Ormo/u, hunks of futuristic robots live among the
curved lines and intricate patterns of Chinese ceramics. Tang's juxtaposition is inspireci i)y ormolu, the 18ti1-century

European practice of aciciing goici giit to existing art pieces. But the charm of his series lies in the ciiiiicuity of the two
trying to mesh, as roi)otic eiements routineiy squish ti1e eiegance oi ti1e pottery, anci ti1e pottery overiiows ti1e roi)otic

constraints.

“When | origina”y saw an exampie of ormoiu, | was drawn to the act of cultural appropriation and hybridization. In their
eiiorts to create a curiosity oi)ject | saw my own story of an immigrant aciapting to Western cuiture," Tang saici. “ aiso

wanteci to mash up my two ioves: ceramics anci giant roi)ots."
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Each piece is made from low-fire white ceramic, meta|, wire, g|ass, and p|astic. He uses traditional ceramics tools like
potters whee|s, s|a|o ro”ers, and c|ay extruders to get the genera| form, and then uses meta| rilos and wooden mode|ing

tools for finer details. Tang hand paints the blue and white patterns and airbrushes the robotic elements.

A sing|e piece tal(es one to three months, though Tang usua”y wor|<s on more than one at a time. At their |argest, the

pieces can be up to 30 inches tall and 40 to 50 pounds.

Manga Ormolu Ver. 4. 0—/\/, 2016, 56cm

https://makezine.com/ZO]6/05/12/brenJan-tang-me|Js-sci-{i-an&-ceramics-in-cybernetic-scu|pture/
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