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The photographer Mar}e Tomanova at her home on the Lower East Side.
Credit: Tonje Thilesen for The New York Times

Name: Marie Tomanova

Age: 36

Hometown: Mil(u|ov, Czech Repubhc, a castle-laden town near the Austrian border.
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Her new photography book, “New York New York,” was just puhiished.
Credit: Tonje Thilesen for The New York Times

Now Lives: |n a one-hedroom apartment on the Lower East Side oi Manhattan with her hushanci, Thomas Beachdei, an

art historian and curator.

Claim to Fame: Ms. Tomanovais a photographer and wicie-eyeci documentarian of New York who uses her Contax T3
camera to capture city club i(icis, gaiiery habitués and whatever denizens of rooitop parties and East Viiiage pari(s happen

to cross her path. “| tai(e pictures to capture a ieeiing oi cioseness," she said.

|n an introduction to Ms. Tomanova's 2019 photo hooi(, “Young American," the photographer Ryan McGiniey wrote, “|

wish all of America’s youth culture looked like Marie's photos of downtown.”

Big Break: After graduating with a master's ciegree in painting from the Brno University of Technoiogy in the Czech
Repuhiic, Ms. Tomanova moved to Greenshoro, NC in 2011 to work as an au pair. The United States was “an
extremeiy uni(nown entity to me that represented a worici totaiiy diiierent to where | grew up," she said. A year |ater, at

27, she moved to White Piains, NY to work with a different iamiiy and hegan mai(ing weekend trips to New York City.

She met her future husband at the Metropoiitan Museum of Art, standing in front of Gauguinys “Two Tahitian
Women.” And a 2012 exhibition of work hy the photographer Francesca Woodman at the Guggenheim inspired her to
switch out her paint brushes for film. In 2015, Ms. Tomanova's nude seii-portrait was included in a group show at the Los

Angeies gaiiery On the Ground Fioor. “A iew years |ater, | turned the camera to other peopie," she said.
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Latest Project: “New Yorl( New Yorl(," a Bool( of her photographs featuring text by Mr. Beachde| (with a foreword by
Kim Gordon), was just pub|ished by the German art imprint Hatje Cantz. “Finding Magic Together," an accompanying
solo exhibition, goes on view at C24 Ga”ery in New York on Oct. 7. “Sitting at home working on a book was a nice way
to spend the pandemic," Ms. Tomanova said. “The hard part is a|ways that there are so many great photos and a limited

number of pages."

Next Tl\ing: A collection of autobiographica| portraits (her grandmother's |ipsticl<s, horses tied up at her fami|yys sSnow-
covered farm), which were exhibited at the Rencontres d'Arles in France, will be shown at the Jimei x Arles International
Photo Festival in Xiamen, China, in November.

Camera Ready: A documentary on Ms. Tomanova's career, directed by the Czech filmmaker Marie Dvoral(ova, isin
the works. The project offers an intimate portrait of her photographic career, inc|uding the nervous cab ride she took to

her first solo show in New York in 2018 and her first trip back home to see her mother in almost a decade.

“Even though my mom is older and doesn't like to be on camera, she was filmed in the car when she went to picl( me up at

the airport," Ms. Tomanova said. “It was so emotional and amazing."

A version of this article appears in print on Oct. 3, 2021, Section ST, Page 9 of the New York edition with the headline:
A Downtown Lens On Youth Cu|ture.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/OZ/sty|e/a-fres|‘|-perspective-on-downtown-youth-cu|ture.|1tm|
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