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ON VIEW NOW: FOUR ART SHOWS IN CHELSEA TO SEE
OFF-FRIEZE

Farah Al)c]essamac]
May 20, 2023

While New York's Frieze Week is c]rawing to a close—and |nc]epenc]ent, Future Fair and TEFAF have come and gone—
there's thanl(tu"y a|ways more art to experience in NYC. Here are four must-catch shows in three Chelsea ga"eries that
reawaken the mu|tic]imensiona|ity of |anc]scapes and nature—pecu|iar, mechanica”y engineered, pure, surreal, nosta|gic and

a|| too human.

]

“Rites of Passage" showcases works by Clﬁery| Molnar (|eFt) and Christian Vincent (rigl’\t).
Rites of Passage and Thinking of Youat C24 Gallery

Lanc]scapes can also be exuberant and forbidden. In a double show at C24, Chery| Molnar and Christian Vincent, as well
as Firat Neziro§|u respective|y present Rites of Passage and T/)/h[’/hg of You. In Rites of Passage, co”age artist Molnar
allows to|iage—pa|m, traveler’s tree, cacti—to overtake suburban scenes (Bou/evara{ 2023) and a historic amphitheater
(/?emnant, 2023). As such, p|ants (nature) redefine perspectives and horizons. They are inside the canvas but they also
step into it from outside the frame. Neon color, present in Fences (2023), reminds one of the saturated pa|ettes of the

West Coast and sparl(s questions: To which items should artiticia|ity app|y... nature or urban ol)jects?
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“Thinl(ing of You" is a solo exhibition of works by Turkish artist, Firat Neziro§|u.

Vincent's ode to blissful summer is on full disp|ay in oil paintings where characters abandon themselves to their
surroundings in several seaside |andscapes of adventure. In Dawn (2022), a young man holds a ye”ow snake in a field, as
the personification of a coming-of—age story. In /?ug/aurn (2022), a schoo|-aged child muse poses indoors for an artist,
having fallen as|eep while reading a book. Vincent's investigation of abandonment and sensorial p|easure finds resonance
in Nezirog|u's U.S.-debuted work. On kilim-like tapestry portraits, Nezirog|u yassifies Western mytho|ogy—a collective
subconscious |andscape—as objects of queer desire. The god of war and the goddess of love, Ares(2019) and Ap/)roo//te
(2019), pose seductive|y in their 21st-century human incarnations. Nezirog|u weaves the image of his friends, prompting
the viewer to search for the divine within themselves. What is nature but a mirror, the projection of ourselves in it and of

itself on us?

https://observer.com/2023/05/on-view-now-four-art-shows-in-che|sea-to-see-o”-frieze/
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