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THE ART NEWSPAPER

"TURKEY IS BECOMING VERY POWERFUL, AND VERY
INTERNATIONAL': CONTEMPORARY ISTANBUL FAIR
OPENS AMID SHIFTING GEOPOLITICS AND A STRONG
ECONOMY

Ann Binlot
September 27,2023

The 18t|1 edition of Contemporary |stanbu| art fair opened yesterday (unti| 1 October) at Tersane |stanbu|, a former
Ottoman shipping yard on the shore of the picturesque Golden Horn estuary in Turl(ey's |argest city.

67 ga”eries from 22 countries are participating this year, inc|uding Anna Laudel from Istanbul and Dijsse|dorf, Zilberman
from Istanbul and Ber|in, Johannesburg's Kalashnikovv Ga”ery, Rigays Lazy Mil(e, Barcelona's Galeria Joan Gaspar, and
the Dubai- and New York-based Leila Heller Ga”ery. Fair stands were being installed right up until the opening, with
ga”eries hanging works three hours before the fair's 4pm VIP preview, and tables being unwrapped for a |ounge well into
an hour after Contemporary |stanbul o”icia”y opened its doors. More than 40,000 peop|e are expected to attend the

fair.

"Turl(ey is becoming very powerfu|, and very internationa|, on this side of the world. It's a new market in a beautiful city,"
said the director of Contemporary |stanbu|, As|| Una|. “And soon as [the art dea|ers] understand it, they wi” come here
with more confidence. It's a risk and | understand that going into a new marl(ets, they don't know the culture [and] think

that we're something else. Sometimes | have to exp|ain to them, invite them here, host them, show them around.”

Turkish artists dominated the fair, with several ga”eries showing works priced in the six figures, inc|uding a $130,000 black-
and-white abstract work by Canan To|on, a Turkish artist who lives in the San Francisco Bay Area, at Istanbul’s Dirimarts.
Two A|-generated video works by the prominent Turkish-American artist Refik Anado|, each priced at €100,000, are
shown by Pi|evne|i, and Zilberman has brought a |arge-sca|e painting by Azade Ksker for €110,000.

Among the pricier works by international artists at the fair are a dang|ing Wim De|voye scu|pture composed of laser-cut
quatrefoi|-dotted church spires, for €550,000 at Pi|evne|i; a Tony Cragg scu|pture for €350,000 and a $250,000 neon
by Peter Ha”ey, both at Sevil Do|maC|; a€275,000 |arge-sca|e bronze scu|pture of a bandaged head by |gor Mitora at
Galeria Joan Gaspar; and a $220,000 abstract work by Sarah Morris at Dirimart.
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Contem porary Istanbul also provides several four- to five-figure options. The first-time participant Kalashnikovv Ga”ery is
o”ering a €2,100 painting by Ky|ie Wentzel and two €15,000 canvases of purp|e pantyhose by Turiya Magad|e|a.
Callirrhoé from Athens, another ga”ery showing at the fair for the first time, exhibited a selection of works by Greek artists,
inc|uding Yorgos Staml(opou|os and Vasilis Papageorgiou, and the Turkish-Greek artist Valinia Svoronou, ranging from
a wood and ceramic work by Selma Kéran for €950 to a soothing blue €8,700 negative space abstract painting by
Staml(opou|os. "Istanbul has a huge history and culture and combining contemporary art [ find fascinating because it Brings

an open dia|ogue," said the ga”eryys founder O|ympia Tzortzi.

According to Levent O'zmen, a director at Dirimart, anumber of |oya| collectors wait "all year" and p|an vacations and work

around the fair".

Despite rampant inflation over the past few years, the Turkish economy grew beyond expectations in the second quarter
of 2023, with its GDP rising 3.8 percent, according to the Financial Times. In addition to the economic woes, the country
is still recovering from the devastating February earthqual(e and a precarious po|itica| c|imate, but Contemporary |stanbul

remains undeterred. “The cha”enge is all around the wor|d," said Una|. “lt just has more of a spot|ig|1t because we're

Turl(ey."

An hour before the first preview dayys 8pm c|osing, most ga”eries remained mum about sa|es, with many saying that
reserves had been p|aced, but deals had yet to be closed. The New York ga”ery C24 reported ahandful of sales, inc|uding
a painting by irfan OnUrmen that sold for $32,500, while the Istanbul ga”ery Pilot said that a Zeren Géktan work weaved
by Turkish prisoners as a statement on honour l(i”ings went for €10,000. Sevil Dolmaci told The Art Newspaper that a
Tony Cragg scu|pture had sold.

“ want ga”eries to succeed and leave happy," said Una|. If the recent upticl( in the economy is any indication, Turkish

co”ectors may be eager to acquire.
« Full disclosure: The Art Newspaper's Turkish edition, which launched earlier this year, is owned by Ali Gure|i, who is the

founder of Contemporary |stanbu|.

https://www.theartnewspa per.com/2023/09/27/contem porary-istanbu|-fair-sa|es-report
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