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TURNING STEEL INTO LACE

Fred A. Bernstein
December 30, 2007

Cal Lane, a scuiptor and welder who turns orciinary oi:jects into iacy artworks. Credit: Phil Mansfield for The New York Times

SINCE 2002, Cal Lane has lived in a picturesque house on five bucolic acres in Putnam Vaiiey, N.Y.

Her |anci|ords, David and Diane Waidman, of Rancho Mirage, Caiii., have never ci‘.arged her rent. The Waldmans are

art coiiectors wi‘no pride themseives on i1e|ping taiented newcomers. Aiter seeing pi‘notos oi Ms. Lane's wori<, ti1ey

oiiered ti1e use oi ti1e property, which si1e says i1as given i1er ti1e opportunity to iocus on i1er art.

Ti‘.ougi‘. no money ci‘.anges i‘.ancis, she has found a way to show appreciation. Last summer, Ms. Lane drove across the
country in i1er pici(up truci( and cieiivered a scuipture to ti1e coupie, wi‘nom si1e had never met. Ti1e piece a wheeii)arrow

into which Ms. Lane had cut intricate, iacy patterns  now stands between a painting i)y Robert Mangoid and a scuipture

i)y Sol LeWitt.

Even in ti1at rareiieci company, “everyone seems to i)e attracted to Caiys wheeii)arrow," said Dr. Waiciman, a pi‘nysician at

the Eisenhower Medical Center in Rancho Mirage.

560 W 24th St, New York, NY 10011 +1 (646) 416-6300 c24gallery.com



C

GALLERY

2 4

Ms. Lane, 39, grew up on Vancouver |s|and, in British Co|umbia, and studied we|ding, p|anning to use the technique to
make art (and, if that proved impossib|e, simp|y to make a |iving). Some scu|ptors, inc|uding Richard Serra, who has called
we|ding “aform of stitching," use the technique to join pieces of metal. Ms. Lane, by contrast, uses her torch to cut

baroque patterns into such mundane objects as shove|s, Dumpsters and o|d oi| drums.

The work is about the contrasts between the industria| and the fancifu|, the opaque and the transparent. Ms. Lane

described herse” as “a person WI‘lO a|ways has opposites in my head."

She started her adult life as a hairdresser (her mother owned a salon in Victoria), but she said she was a tomboy and
“we|ding seemed to fit me better.” The mix of feminine and masculine vocations (teasing hair and we|ding stee|), she said,

is encapsu|ated in her work.

The property in Putnam Va”ey, 50 mi|es north of New Yorl(, contains a two-story house, a |arge red barn and a number
of sma”er structures. |t once be|onged to Martha Boswe” L|oyd. She was one of the three Boswe” Sisters, 1930'5

singing stars whose vocal style is said to have paved the way for later marriages of pop and jazz.
ging Y! P Y 9 pop J

|n the 1960s, part of the L|oyd estate was bought by Jean and Terry Hennessy, riding instructors who l(ept dozens of

horses in the outsized barn.

One of their students starting when he was 5 years old was David Wa|dman, a BrooHyn boy who liked hanging out

with the Hennessys so much that “| became like a surrogate child to them," he said recent|y.

As the coup|e reached o|d age, they su”ered a series of setbacl(s she |ost her hearing, and he |ost his sight. When they
ended up in nursing homes without much money, Dr. Wa|dman bought the house, he said, so they wou|d have a chance
toreturn to it, “a|t|10ug|1 they never rea”y dld he said.
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Mes. Lane is the artist in residence at the five-acre compound in Putnam Va”ey, NY owned by David and Diane Waldman of Rancho Mirage, Calif.

Dr. Wa|dman, who is an a”ergist and immuno|ogist, said he ta”(ed to the Hennessys aloout the house Ioefore they died in
2001, and they decided he should try touse it to do some good.

So when they met Nancy Dwyer, a painter and scu|ptor, they offered her the chance to become their first artist in
residence. Ms. Dwyer, who performed extensive renovations on the house, was |one|y there and asked if she could have
aroommate; she proposed Mes. Lane, whom she had met through afriend. The Waldmans approved. Mes. Lane, who had
Ioeen |iving in Nova Scotia, moved into the house and Ioegan studying art at Purchase Co”ege, in Westchester County.

After aloout ayear, Mes. Dwyer |eft to tal(e a teaching jolo in Vermont, and Mes. Lane stayed on. At first, she said, she
didnyt l(now what the Wa|dmans expected from her.

“|t was awkward," she reca”ed. “| didnyt l(now how much they |i|<ed my wor|<, so | l(ept asl(ing them if they wanted me to

send a checl(."

The one thing they asked was that she not do we|ding in the wooden Ioarn, which is not on|y a historic structure but a

treasure trove, containing (among many other things) the Hennessys' riding equipment. (Ms Lane said she would have

avoided we|ding in the barn even if the Waldmans hadn't asl(ed.)

Whi|e mal(ing art, Mes. Lane has found time to paint the house, dig a koi pond and p|ant an herlo garden. She is a|so

handy. “| seem to have a c|ose re|ations|1ip with the |ooi|er," she said.

The one time she needed he|p with it, the repairman who showed up was intrigued on her work. Now, she said, he drops

on occasiona”y “to give me odd steel things like oil drums and car parts."
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By improving the house, and positioning several of her artworks on the |awn, “she rea”y made the property come a|ive,"
Dr. Waldman said. When she was in Ca|ifornia, he added, “| showed her some of the old scrapbool(s of the Hennessys,
and she got involved with the whole spiritua|ity of the p|ace."

Ms. Lane said, “It was exciting to see those old pictures and listen to the stories that connected the objects | had been

|iving with.”

Ms. Lane says she hasn't acquired any furniture. “My life has been transient in all respects," she said. “I'm a wanderer,
from friends, |overs, jobs and p|aces. The on|y thing | could ever stick to is mal(ing art.” In fact, she said, her five-year stint

at the Wa|dmans' is a record for her.

She says her life in Putnam Va”ey has been so|itary. “ l(eep thinl(ing that it’s good for me, because it's mal(ing me focus
on work.” She later added, “| did have a nice man come by recent|y to cook me dinner.” The result? “| saw him as trying

to stea| time away from my worl(."

Some of that work will end upina show in March at the Patricia Faure Ga”ery in Santa Monica, Calif. The trip west will
give Mes. Lane another chance to visit with her landlords. On the last trip, Diane Waldman gave her some of her fami|yys

heirloom lace. Ms. Lane is using its patterns in her latest scu|ptures.

Referring to his mentors, the Hennessys, Dr. Waldman said: “Their wish was that the property would somehow do some
good for other peop|e. And it has."

“Cal would have loved them," he added, “and they would have loved Cal.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/rea|estate/30|’1abi.htm|
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