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For immediate release 

C24 Gallery is proud to present VUELA VUELA, the second solo exhibition by Swiss artist Katja Loher.  VUELA 
VUELA will be on exhibit November 11 – December 23, 2016. An Opening Reception will take place from 6:00pm 
– 8:00pm on November 11th, 2016. 

At this critical time for the planet, Katja Loher draws attention to the silent and gradual extinction of many 
species through the artifice of creating digital alternative interpretations and recombinations of reality. For over 
a decade, she has experimented with various forms of Videosculpture, combining nature and technology in a 
collective effort with architects, dancers, choreographers, anthropologists, costume designers and fabricators.  
With her images, sound and performance, Loher gives life to an enchanted world of intriguing creatures from 
the past and the present, generating both individual visions and personal readings. 

VUELA VUELA is an all-immersive installation experience that explores the four elements of nature by relating 
each one to creatures infused with mind and spirit. The exhibition space draws visitors into an alternative world 
as they peek into the round glass portals on the gallery's facade.  The performance begins inside as they 
encounter each element through sound and vision while traveling through a phantasmagoric and enchanted 
universe. Hand blown glass bubbles hold microcosms of beauty and complexity that capture entire worlds and 
alternate realities in an instance of time. Videoportals open a passage into dimensions where poetic statements 
materialize into human form creating words and letters that dance in space.  Ballerinas take on the form of small 
creatures in a multicolored game of perspective and scale that ennoble the existence of tiny beings.  Vibrating 
trees taken from nature ooze Videobubbles akin to liquid sap with images from the rainforest, the healer, his 
medicine and his plants, infusing the endangered forest with a second life in this digital world of magic.  The 
spirit of the trees speaks, chanting the hummingbird song that symbolizes the connection between Earth and the 
Universe for the Ashanika healers from Peru - the song VUELA VUELA that has given the show its title.  Dancers 
in costumes mimic the metamorphosis of the butterfly and the somatic sonar-type communication between 
individuals in ant colonies, flocks of birds and bee hives.  
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Loher's Videosculptures open windows into kaleidoscopic worlds of recombined images and visions that mix 
different realities. Visual collages are generated using footage taken from the artist’s travels in the Peruvian 
Amazon in combination with elaborate choreographies filmed from a bird’s eye view in her green screen studio 
in New York. The resulting images originate from her ongoing experiments in Cymatics - the study of visible 
sound based on waves of geometric pattern - undertaken in her Videolaboratory. Physical space is transformed 
into an ethereal world inhabited by the spirits of nature. Chorals, bees and hummingbirds emanate from floating 
Rainbowmakers that rotate in space and reflect onto the surrounding walls. It is a dimension where life and 
impermanence intertwine. It is a liminal zone where extinct creatures and endangered species haunt the 
spectator through the artifice of technology: that very modern form of magic that is able to recreate alternate 
worlds and imbue them with life.  

In this exhibition, Loher takes us on a new journey into the art of molding nature through the artifice of 
technology and performance.  Loher´s artifacts generate a virtually real world where human action becomes a 
creative act rather than a destructive force. The mutual relation between technology, art and magic becomes 
natural in this virtual jungle where the ancestral healer still dwells.  

Art as artifice, art as practice, art as experience. 

 

Katja Loher was born in 1979 in Zurich, Switzerland, lives and works in New York City, NY. Loher's work has been 
shown in solo and group exhibitions worldwide, including: The Bruce Museum, Greenwich, CT, USA (2016); 
Telfair Museum, Savannah, GA, USA (2015); World Expo Museum, Shanghai, China (2014); Figge Art Museum, 
Daven-port, Iowa, USA (2014); MuBE, Museu Brasileiro Escultura, São Paulo, Brazil (2012); Venice Architecture 
Biennale, Venice, Italy (2010); MAXXI Museum, Rome, Italy (2010); SIGGRAPH Asia, Yokohama, Japan (2009); 
Art Digital Moscow, Russia (2005) and the State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia (2005), to name a 
few.  Her work is featured in numerous private and public collections, including: Jorge Perez Collection, Miami, 
USA; Credit Suisse Collection, Zurich, Switzerland; 21C Museum, Kentucky, USA; Anthem of the Seas Collection, 
Miami, FL, USA; eN Arts Collection, Tokyo, Japan, Horsecross Collection, Perth, UK, Figge Art Museum, 
Davenport, Iowa, USA and New Britain Museum of American Art, New Britain, CT, USA. Recently Loher’s work 
has been commissioned for large-scale architectural interventions at the new headquarters of SwissGrid, 
Switzerland (2017), Related Group/Jorge Perez SLS Hotel, Miami, USA (2016), and VIP Lounge Airport Bogota, 
Colombia (2015). 

COLLABORATORS: 
Gian-Maria Annovi: Poetry, Alexandra Bejarano: Text, Asako Fujimoto: Audio Design, Andrea Liberni: 
Planning/Visualization, Azumi Oe: Dancer/Studio Assistant, Michiko Sakano: Glass Artist, Saori Tsukada: 
Choreography, Nozomi Yasuda: Costumes/Studio Assistant 

 

For further information and interview requests please contact Meghan Schaetzle: 
meghan@c24gallery.com  

+1 646 416 6300 

 


