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REFLECTION OF DREAMS

Solo exhibition of new works loy Mike Dargas
&

POOL PARTY

Group exhibition by artists from Field Projects
Presented in C24 Unc/ergrounc/

Ju|y 1- Septemloer 21,2019
Opening Reception: Ju|y 11, 6-8PM

Mike Dargas, Reflection o/Dreams, 2019, Qil on pane|, 40" x 60"

On Ju|y Nth, 2019, C24 Ga”ery will present two different exhibitions, one l:)y Mike Dargas, known for
his extraordinary skill in photorea|istic painting, and the other by artists from Field Projects, an open
p|attorm, mu|tio|iscip|inary ga”ery dedicated to o|iversity, that hosts over 15 on and off-site exhibitions of
all sizes each year. Mike's solo show, Reflection of Dreams will be installed in the grouno| floor ga”ery
space, while the group show, /Doo//Dartywi” take p|ace in the ga”ery's atrium, known as C24
Unc/ergrouna{ The exhibitions will run through September 21st.

Reflection of Dreams consists of seven new |arge-sca|e and two new smaller-scale oil paintings,
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inc|uding images of women gazing into mirrors and Dargas' favored subject of Howing honey and
chocolate over female faces. His provocative, hyper-reahstic sty|e together with his meticulous attention
to detail create a sense of immediacy that is textured and visceral. But a deeper look at his work reveals
a fascination with intimacy, a kind of persona| and private experience, conjured by an in“aming of the
senses. His paintings, tr\ougr\ extreme|y sensual, go beyond the erotic, towards an exp|oration of self-

awareness and |ove, and a reinvigoration of innocence, genuine emotion and sacredness.

Stephanie J. Woods, Weave Idolatry I, 2015, Photograph (hand woven synthetic hair weave, black body paint) with
salvaged antique gold frame, 28.5" X 23.5", Edition 1 of 2

/Doo//Dartyis a |arge group show consisting of the work of a diverse group of over 40 artists from Field
Projects, the newest installment in C24's ongoing series of partnersr\ips with non-pro{it and artist-run
arts organizations dedicated to promoting underrepresented artists. The selection will include paintings,

scu|pture, video and other multi-media work ce|ebrating a range of persona| and po|itica| identities and
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perspectives, o”ering viewers a multitude of opportunities for cross-connection and self-reflection, as

well as a vibrant counterpoint to the vivid sty|e of the exhibition upstairs.
About Mike Dargas

Mike Dargas (b. 1983) was born in Co|ogne, Germany. |nspireo| l)y artists such as Dali, Caravaggio
and HR. Giger, Dargas studied various painting tecnniques since his ear|y childhood when he
o|eve|opeo| a passion for realism, which over the years has o|eve|opeo| into |’1yper-rea|ism. He attracted
attention at age eleven recreating old master paintings with paste| and chalk on the pavement in front of
Co|ogne Cathedral. Snort|y after, Dargas grao|uateo| in his youtn from an adult art class after eigl’mteen
months. Through these classes coup|eo| with ino|epeno|ent stuo|y, Dargas learned and honed different
techniques in painting and three-dimensional art. He started o|oing tattoos from the age of fourteen and
made quite a reputation out of it, receiving numerous awards and prizes. Dargas has exhibited
internationa”y throughout Germany, Be|gium, London, Spain, Turl(ey, and Austria. His works are
included in numerous private collections and have been featured in international art fairs such as
Contemporary Istanbul, Art Miami, Stroke, and Art New York. Dargas is represented in the United
States by C24 Gallery.
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About Field Projects

Founded in 2011 by artists Jacob Rhodes and Keri Oldham, Field Projects is an open p|at1[orm for
emerging artists in a progressive|y competitive and signh[icant historic district-- Chelsea. For the past
eight years the ga”ery has hosted over 15 on- and off-site exhibitions per year. Group shows, two-
person and solo exhibitions l[eaturing media from video to pertormance, painting, and scu|pture attest to
Field Project's fundamental commitment to o|iversity. Field Projects co||ective|y believes in radical
transparency and ao|opteo| a |og of artists and curators self-identified geno|er and ethnicity charts in
January of 2017-- these are upo|ateo| with every exhibition and are pulo|ic|y accessible on the ga”ery
website. Through ao|opting these practices, they hope to combat the inherent and overt biases that

p|ague the art community, hindering society, creativity and the free exchange of ideas. Field Projects is

run by Jacob Rhodes, Rachel Frank, and Kristen Racaniello.
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Kimia Ferdowsi K|ine, /:eeo//hg, The Souno/o//?oses, 2019, o| a:d_o” sti-cl( on joane|, 12inx16in
About C24 Ga”ery

C24 Ga”ery was established in 2011 in Chelsea, New York, and is committed to showcasing
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contemporary art with an emphasis on exhibiting both established as well as underrepresented artists.
C24 Ga”ery artists regu|ar|y participate in museum exhibitions and biennials and are included in |eading

institutional collections worldwide.

In addition to an ambitious exhibition program, which includes collaborations with non-pro{it and artist-
run arts institutions, C24 Ga”ery regu|ar|y hosts artist talks and lectures, and produces cata|ogues and

artist books. Each year the ga”ery participates in major art fairs all around the world.

For more information p|ease contact:

Deborah Oster Pannell
deborah@c24ga”ery.com
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