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EVERYDAY HEROES
WORKS BY IRFAN ONURMEN

Tiiursday, May 12 - Saturday, Juiy 9,2022

Irfan On[irmen, Grey Gaze 71and 22022, Tuiie, Unframed dimensions, 59 x 49 in. (149.9 x124.5 cm), each

Irfan Onijrmen has iong been known for his multi-dimensional works that examine notions of identity inthe rapidiy ci'ianging
digitai age. In his latest collection, Everyc/ay Heroes, he has stripped down his use of symi)ois and imagery to its minimal
ioundations, utiiizing one of his favorite mediums, tuiie, in iayered, monochromatic constructions and digitai renderings that

represent ordinary life during extraordinary times. In addition to his pi'iysicai wori<, the exhibition will include C")ni,irmen's

first series of NFTs, NF Tulle: Orl:qins.

Oniirmen'’s silhouette-like iigures represent peopie at their most basic, their piiysicai forms navigating iandscapes
punctuated i)y the siiapes and signs common to everyday iiving in both the real and virtual worlds. As repetitive motifs of
varying scale, the depiction of ordinary peopie engaged in mundane activities takes on an almost heroic quaiity and an
exalted signiiicance, particuiariy when these activities are undertaken against the i)aci(drop of current gioi)ai conditions,
such as war and the continuing pandemic. His works i)ring to mind the iconograpiiy of spirituai traditions and other manners

of group thini(, driven i)y the ui)iquitous visuals of modern culture.

In the context of current events, the choice to open a visual diaiogue in black and white is somewhat of a cautionary tale.
Sureiy, as we investigate the major themes expiored i)y creative forms ranging from film and comics to literature and visual
arts of all kinds, we can see the temptation to devolve into a iuiiy dystopian sensii)iiity. However, as we dig deeper into the

foundations of iiumanity and civiiization, we migiit find clues to our salvation in the most common aspects of everyday life.
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In this selection of worl(, OnUrmen p|aces his anonymous human forms in stripped-down, geometric representations of
cities and streets, asl(ing us to recognize their shared humanity minus the identifying marks of nations or tribes that might
divide them. In this way, his black and white works lead us to exp|ore the shades of gray that could he|p us transcend the

separation and confrontationa| nature of o) much of the wor|d's current communication.
C“)nijrmen's first series of NFTs, NFTulle: Origins continues his examination of contemporary society through its system
of codes and symbo|s. Diving into the metaverse with the creation of 150 unique digita”y rendered “tulle” images, he infuses

his contribution to the changing techno|ogica| |andscape of contemporary art with his signature meaning and relevance.

For more information, contact: info@c24ga||ery.com
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